
to be going well and they 
have a bad attitude, we 
wonder what is wrong with 
them. And when we see 
someone who has had 
what we consider a tough 
life and they display a bad 
attitude about life, we say, 
“I guess he/she is bitter 
because of all they have 
been through”, and we 
more or less forgive them 
for it.  We consider it ex-
ceptional when someone 
has been put through the 
fire and still has a good 
attitude about life. We 
naturally assume that if life 
is going well then a person 
should have a good atti-
tude.  

Paul saw that life was 
good not because of his 
circumstances but be-
cause of what Christ was 
doing in his life and his 
response was to have a 
good attitude. Mind you 
that Paul’s life circum-
stances were often less 
than ideal - he suffered 
more than most could 
imagine for doing what 
God had called him to do -
telling people the truth 
about Christ when they 
would rather have heard 
something else. Obvi-
ously, Paul looked at his 
life through a different lens 

(Continued on page 7)

By Pastor Jay

Many years ago, when I 
could actually fit inside an 
airplane’s cockpit, I took 
some lessons in flying. My 
instructor told me, without 
a hint of insincerity, that 
the best thing you can do 
when you are flying is to 
avoid running into things -
the chief of which would be 
the ground. What he told 
me seemed rather obvious, 
even to a neophyte like 
me!  Sometimes life is like 
that.  We overlook the ob-
vious in search of some-
thing else, 
and it’s the 
obvious thing 
we over-
looked that 
bites us in 
the [nose].  

Our attitude 
has a tre-
mendous 
impact on our lives. I be-
lieve how we respond to a 
situation has a greater im-
pact on us than what actu-
ally happens to us in life.  
Of the 108 hours I spent 
counseling folks last year, 
the majority of the counsel-
ing was necessitated be-
cause someone had not 
responded properly to what 
had happened to them. 

I want to teach you a new 
definition for the word 
“attitude.” Attitude is a 
habit of mind. Our attitude 
can be spawned and bro-
ken or changed the same 
way any other habit is. 
The only problem is that 
good habits are hard to 
form, and bad habits are 
hard to break! But it is in 
our attitudes, our habits of 
mind, that we determine 
how we respond to situa-
tions! We can also find 
(right here in our attitudes) 
the best evidence as to 
whether a person is allow-

ing the Holy 
Spirit to control 
his/her life.
Col. 3:17 (NIV) 
says. “And 
whatever you 
do, whether in 
word or deed, 
do it all in the 
name of the 
Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.” 

How can we develop atti-
tudes like that? First, we 
need to see something 
rather obvious, and that is 
it doesn’t take a whole lot 
of effort to have a proper 
attitude when things are 
going the way we think 
they should. When we see 
a person whose life seems 
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A Moment with Missions

 of the country, about 100 miles from the 
epicenter of the earthquake. 

Reflecting on the American Baptist 
earthquake response, International Min-
istries Executive Director Reid Trulson 
states, “In knowing and loving the peo-
ple of Haiti, we are uniquely positioned 
to be used by God in helping them re-
build their lives.” Several American Bap-
tist missionaries and volunteers, includ-
ing those from the Dominican Republic, 
are already on site, helping with medical 
care and food distribution. Plans for ad-
ditional teams and staffing are under-
way. Those interested in the possibility 
of volunteering in Haiti can obtain infor-
mation and an application form by send-
ing an email to: BIMvolunteers@abc-
usa.org.

Please pray for: 
Dr. Steve James  and a team of volun-

teers working in the clinic in Chris-
tianville, near the epicenter of the 
quake. He and members of the Hai-
tian Baptist Convention will be dis-
cussing the problems and how to 
proceed. Pray that God will lead 
them in their plans to cope with this 
disaster. 

Nancy James , a registered nurse, who 
is in Haut Limbe in the north of Haiti, 
maintaining the critical communica-
tion link with her husband Steve and 
the outside world.

The safety of all who are in the country 
as they work in areas that have 
seen so much destruction. In many 
places roads are non-existent, and 
travel is almost impossible.

The arrival of food, fuel and medi-
cines , as current supplies are low.

The 12 churches that were destroyed 
in the Port-au-Prince area (15,000 
members), that the Lord will comfort 
and bless them and also use them 
to reach out in love to others.      

Nzunga Mabudiga and Kihomi 
Ngwemi , our other missionary cou-

(Continued on page 3)

“ In knowing and 

loving the 

people of Haiti, 

we are uniquely 

positioned to be 

used by God in 

helping them 

rebuild their 

lives.” 

- Reid Trulson
 Int. Ministries Exec. Dir.
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By Erma Hegarty

Galveston, Texas
On February 6, one of our own is travel-
ing to Galveston for one week to work 
with Pastor Tim and Jenn Schwartz in 
their outreach to help folks in that area 
rebuild their lives after being ravaged by 
a hurricane. While Tim served at 
Pughtown Baptist Church, he and Pastor 
Mike worked together with the youth from 
both churches. After making several trips 
to Mississippi, Tim and Jenn felt God’s 
call to minister to these people on a per-
manent basis. They saved their pennies 
and plunged into this work without seek-
ing financial support, just trusting God to 
provide for their needs.

Pray for Betsy McGeorge as she 
‘vacations’ once again (she flew to Mis-
sissippi three times) and for Tim and 
Jenn, too. If you’d like to make a per-
sonal contribution to help Betsy finan-
cially on this trip, please mark your enve-
lope/check accordingly so that our 
church can encourage her and the 
Schwartzes and support their endeavors. 
Any monies received above Betsy’s ex-
penses will be donated toward the Lord’s 
work there

Haiti
The devastation and needs following the 
January 12 earthquake is overwhelming. 
Haiti is about the size of Maryland and is 
the poorest country in the Western Hemi-
sphere with eight out of ten people living 
in extreme poverty. In the past two years, 
this country has suffered four hurricanes 
in addition to the 7.0-magnitude earth-
quake. Recent estimates indicate as 
many as 1.5 million people are now 
homeless, with upwards of 250,000 
needing urgent medical attention. 

American Baptists have been engaged in 
ministry in Haiti since 1823 and currently 
have two missionary couples serving 
there full time. Our mission work has pri-
marily been in the northern part
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ple in Haiti, whose hearts are aching 
for their people. They are currently in 
the States and unable to return at this 
time because of visa issues. How-
ever, they are coordinating different 
efforts directed to support Haiti. Ki-
homi works with the very poor 
women in Haiti, and Nzunga works 
primarily with the Christian University 

(Continued from page 2) in Northern Haiti
International Ministries’ Haiti Re-

sponse Team, which coordinates 
with ABC World Relief to provide 
One Great Hour of Sharing gifts in 
areas of greatest need.

To get the latest information on Haiti, 
visit: www.internationalministries.org. 
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Mission in Action: Our Valentine Gift for Haiti

by Jeff Snyder

A call has gone out from 
American Baptist 
Women’s Ministries for 
hygiene and baby kits for 
those in desperate need 
following the recent earth-
quake in Haiti. Church 
World Service (the organi-
zation that sends these 
kits) is in dire need to re-
plenish their stock so they 
can send more to Haiti 
and to others around the 
globe. 
In response, the newly 
formed Worship Commit-
tee is calling the church to 
service, as we believe 
service is indeed  part of 
worship. On February 14, 
we are inviting the con-
gregation to gather after 
the service for a “Potluck 
Packing Party.” Aside 
from sharing something 
good to eat, we are ask-
ing all those who are able 
to do so to bring items for 
one hygiene or one baby 
kit (more if you feel the 
Holy Spirit moving you to 
do so) to the party so that 
we might pack and ship 

them to Church 
World Service. 
For people who 
suffered extreme 
poverty and had 
little to start with 
and now have 
even less, these 
simple kits will 
bring much 
needed relief, 
improve life and 
help make a hor-
rible situation a 
little more bear-
able. Please pray 
over this issue, 
review the list, 
and start collecting the 
items for your kit now. If 
you cannot afford to buy a 
kit in these difficult times, 
please come and be fed, 
enjoy the fellowship, and 
help pack the kits for ship-
ping. Since February 14 is 
Valentine’s Day, consider 
this ECBC’s Valentine’s 
Day gift to the Haitians 
and to Jesus, who re-
minds us that whenever 
we help others, we help 
Jesus. Jesus stands with 
the suffering Haitians and 
beckons. Let us all join 

together and respond to 
the call as one united 
church community. 

To assemble a Hygiene 
Kit you will need:
�x�� One hand towel ap-
proximately 16" x 28" (no 
fingertip or bath towels)

�x�� One washcloth

�x�� One wide-tooth comb

�x�� One nail clipper (no 
metal files or emery 
boards)

(Continued on page 4)
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It has been less than a 
year since Ming Pai first 
came to ECBC. She 
moved to Exton in De-
cember 2008 and started 
attending the church in 
mid-2009. But it didn’t 
take her long to become 
involved. We are already 
seeing her smiling face in 
the choir on Sunday 
mornings and participat-
ing in other church activi-
ties.

Ming loves ECBC, but if 
there was one thing she 
would like to see 
changed, it would be to 
add upbeat music pro-
vided by those in the 
“younger generation” 
playing guitars.

Her love of music began 
early on in life when her 
parents made it possible 
for her to take piano and 
dance lessons.  Now she 

enjoys listening to a wide 
variety of music, including 
gospel, rhythm and blues, 
rock and roll, jazz, classi-
cal, hip hop, hard rock 
and disco!  However, her 
favorite hymn is “Amazing 
Grace,” which always 
makes her cry because 
the hymn title “says it all.”

Even though music is a 
key part of her life, Ming 
also loves to watch and 
play sports, and has a 
special affinity for bowl-
ing. She enjoys reading, 
watching TV and movies, 
and prefers frozen yogurt 
over ice cream.

Sammy Davis, Jr is one 
person who has inspired 
Ming over the years be-
cause “he is petite and 
represents Black people.  
I’m also petite and repre-
sent Asian people.”

Ming was born in Quezon 
City, Manila in the Philip-
pines, and committed her 
life to the Lord as a young 
adult. Her name means 
“to know yourself.” When 
asked what she was most 
proud about, she re-
sponded “herself” as she 
is God’s creation, and 
what God has given, no 
one can take away. 

In the Spotlight—Ming Pai

“When asked 

what she was 

most proud 

about, she 

responded 

“herself” as she 

is God’s 

creation, and 

what God has 

given, no one 

can take away.” 
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�x�� One bar of soap 
(bath size in wrapper)

�x�� One toothbrush (in 
original packaging)

�x�� Six Band-Aids®

Do not add toothpaste to 
the Hygiene Kit. Tooth-
paste that has an ex-
tended expiration date 
will be added just prior to 
shipment. Seal all items 
in a one-gallon plastic 
bag with a zipper clo-
sure.
Hygiene Kit value: $10

(Continued from page 3) Processing/Shipping 
Cost: $2 per Kit

To assemble a Baby Kit 
you will need:
�x�� Six cloth diapers

�x�� Two T-shirts or un-
dershirts (no onesies)

�x�� Two washcloths

�x�� Two gowns or sleep-
ers

�x�� Two diaper pins

�x�� One sweater or 
sweatshirt

�x�� Two receiving blan-

kets (one can be a hand-
knitted or crocheted 
baby blanket)

All items should be new. 
Wrap items inside one of 
the receiving blankets 
and secure with both 
diaper pins. 
Baby Kit value: $39
Processing/Shipping 
Cost: $2 per Kit

Mission in Action: Our Valentine Gift for Haiti
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Present:  Beverlee Everett (Moderator), Dawn Flay, Dustin Flay, Dean Hegarty, Kathi Johnson, Sherry Sny-
der, Jay VanHorn      
Absent: Bruce Reid

Dustin led Council in a review of the budget and balance sheets for December.
The Proposed 2010 Budget  was reviewed and finalized for distribution to the congregation  by the Church 
Secretary prior to the January 24 annual meeting. Council was careful to be realistic and keep all line items 
as low as possible. Modest increases are proposed for staff, and a partial year budget for a new pastor is 
included.

�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���V�O�D�W�H���R�I���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���W�R���E�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J����
Pastor’s Report
The Worship Team will soon hold its first meeting.  Members of this team are Pastor Jay, Kathi Johnson, 
Donna Dunn, Andrew Henry and Jeff Snyder.
Pastor Jay relayed a request for a donation from the Delco Pregnancy Center and Council agreed that 
ECBC should make such a donation.
Beverlee informed Council that the procedure for the church secretary to register concerns with council will 
be through the Vice Moderator.
It was agreed that the Pastoral Relations Team will be the place for congregational and pastoral concerns to 
be aired.  If the current team has disbanded, then the Church Council will serve in this capacity.  [It was de-
termined following this meeting that the current Pastoral Relations Team will fill this role.]

Beverlee thanked the council for their conscientious work over her two terms as moderator.
Council also indicated appreciation for Beverlee’s service over the four years of her tenure.

Volunteers Needed for the Facilities Team

By Dawn Flay
2009 was a quiet year, but we already have a lot to do in 2010. 

The Facilities Team is in need of volunteers to serve as:
-exit light changer 
-ceiling tile look outs (for leaks and to change them)
-painters for touch up
-driveway maintenance (snow removal oversight and hiring for resurfacing, patching )
-flower bed weeding
-tree and shrub trimming
-keeping the glass on French doors clean
-toilet paper and hand soap checker, every Sunday  

If you can do one of these things for our church, or can team up with someone else and do it together, con-
tact Dawn!.

Calendar Events
Feb 2010

Sundays          
2/7       9:45AM Sunday School

11:00 AM Worship
2/14     9:00 AM Bell Choir Rehearsal

 9:45AM Sunday School
            11:00 AM  Worship

 2/21    9:45AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship

2/28    9:45AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship

Wednesdays
2/10     6:30 PM The Shack-Parsonage
            7:00 PM Church Council
            2/24    6:30 PM The Shack-Parsonage

Thursdays       
2/4      7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
2/11    11:00 AM Women’s Bible Study

12:30 PM Women’s Project Group
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

2/18     7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
2/25    11:00 AM Women’s Bible Study

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
Saturday          2/20     SOJO Deadline           
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Church Leadership Council
Moderator        -  Bruce Reid
Vice Moderator -  Nancy Mathers
Treasurer -  Dustin Flay
Worship -  Kathi Johnson
Stewardship -  Dean Hegarty
Equipping -  Sherry Snyder
Facilities -  Dawn Flay
Community -  (open – 1/25/10)

Others
Financial Secretary -  Natalie Heaps
Business & Contractual Trustee -  Fred Jones
Communications -  Ruthie Stevenson
Sunday School Superintendent -  Baker Egerton
Hospitality -  Maria Egerton
Pastoral Relations -  Jacci White
Clerk -  Steve Johnson
Director of Music -  Donna Dunn
Nursery School General Mgr. -  Karen Burkett

Please contact the person noted above with questions, comments or suggestions 
relative to their area of leadership, or any member of Church Council on any Church 
related matter.

Lay Leadership 2010
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In December the Team received over 50 profiles to consider for our new pastor. 
Team members received copies of the profiles and were asked to “do homework” 
over the holidays by placing each in one of three piles:

1 - Call to see if they are still interested
2 - Call if no one from group one was interested 
3 - Of no interest to us as our pastor
                      
On January 6, the Search Team met to review and discuss our choices. The list 
was narrowed to eight candidates to whom we would send our  church profile. This 
was accomplished on Saturday January 16. After contact of interest from the candi-
dates, we will begin the interviewing process.

Prayers for guidance for the Team are always welcome.

Thank You
Your Pastoral Search Team   

A Note from the Pastoral Search Team
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than most of us tend to look through. He saw life through the eyes of God. 

The second thing is that the real test of our attitudes is when things are not 
going the way we want them to! Jonah had a bad attitude because God did for 
the people of Nineveh what Jonah did not want God to do. He wanted the peo-
ple to perish but God saved them. So Jonah wished he could be allowed to 
die. Jonah didn’t exhibit a good attitude because things were not going the 
way he wanted. He didn’t see things through the eyes of God but through his 
own eyes and his bitterness was the predictable result.

What are the things that could cause bad attitudes? Number one is pride.  Of 
all the sins that Jesus spoke of as being able to separate a man from God, this 
is #1 on the hit parade, because pride is the easiest sin to cultivate. There is a 

good form of pride - the pride that makes us keep our lawn mowed, clothes clean and your hair straight. 
But there is a dangerous form of pride that causes people to become territorial, jealous, hard headed 
and hard hearted.

Second on the list of things that can cause attitude crash landings is people.  Bad company corrupts 
good habits, and that includes mental habits. If you choose to associate with people with bad attitudes 
you will develop their attitudes more ably than they will develop your good attitudes

Another attitude-altering trouble can be found in prevailing circumstances. Focusing just on your cir-
cumstances will destroy your peace of mind and your faith at the same time. But looking past your cir-
cumstances and to Jesus is hard to do because we have this mental habit of focusing on the most ur-
gent things first. The most urgent things in our days are the things that make the most noise, and noisy 
things make us miserable.  

The fourth attitude destroyer is poor habits . Bad mental habits are the hardest of all habits to break.  
Poor habits can become so firmly rooted in us that they can affect several areas of life at the same time.  
They can even skew our sense of priorities.  

If I tell you that the Lord wants to be the top priority in your life, would you say, “I think I can make Him a 
higher priority but TOP priority?” Or, “I have too much to do to place Him ahead of everything,” or even, 
“putting Christ first in my life is unrealistic in today’s world.” If you would answer something close to any 
of these, then you have already started to allow the world to make you think its way.  

So, what can I do? First , remember you don’t always have to finish first; it doesn’t really matter who gets 
the credit or the public notice. If we are all in this together to build God’s Kingdom, then what does it mat-
ter who gets credit as long as God gets the Glory! If people are the problem, or circumstances or bad 
habits, then  remember 1 John 2:15 (NIV), “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” How can you keep your eyes on Jesus if you love 
something else more? Whatever you love you tend to put your eyes on. The rich younger ruler put his 
eyes on his possessions and not Jesus, and the result was that he walked away from Jesus. Don’t make 
the same mistake. The key to keeping a good attitude is simple: keep your eyes on Jesus. 

(Continued from page 1)
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To:

ECBC: Then...and Now!

By Dick Rusbuldt

There's an old saying "cold hands, warm heart."  But in the earliest days of 
ECBC, it was more like “cold feet, warm hearts.” Why the change? After our 
fledgling congregation moved from Helen Mattock's basement to the new Exton 
Fire Company building on Route 30 (in the general area where Sherwin Williams 
Paint store is now located), we began to hold a worship service at 9:30 AM. We 
met where the fire trucks were housed, which had to be moved out to provide us 
with meeting space. The floor was concrete, and heat was supplied by a blower 
system located near the ceiling. Needless to say, it didn't take long for every-
one's feet to begin to feel mighty cold. In those days, one never worried about 
the service going beyond the allotted hour for two reasons! First, everyone would 
have had frozen feet if it went any longer; and second, the preacher had to be at 
East Brandywine Baptist for an 11:00 AM service! But in spite of our cold feet, 
warm were our hearts for each other, for all the children who were coming, and 
for our calling to become a congregation with a home of our own.
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